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INTRODUCTION

The West Virginia Office of Education Performance Audits conducted an Education Performance Audit of Cherry River Elementary School in Nicholas County on January 25, 2005.

A Follow-up Education Performance Audit of Cherry River Elementary School in Nicholas County was conducted May 8, 2006.  The purpose of the follow-up was to verify correction of the findings identified during the original Education Performance Audit.  The review was in accordance with West Virginia Code §18-2E-5 and West Virginia Board of Education Policy 2320 which specify that a school that meets or exceeds the performance and progress standards but has other deficiencies shall remain on full accreditation status and a county school district shall remain on full approval status for the remainder of the accreditation period and shall have an opportunity to correct those deficiencies.  The Code and policy include the provision that a school “… does not have any deficiencies which would endanger student health or safety or other extraordinary circumstances as defined by the West Virginia Board of Education.”

A Second Follow-up Education Performance Audit Team returned to Cherry River Elementary School March 12, 2007 to check if the remaining noncompliances had been corrected.

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

2004-2005

This section presents the performance measures and the Follow-up Education Performance Audit Team’s findings.  The high-quality educational standards and performance measures were investigated through the examination of documents; observation of practices; and interviews with personnel, students, and parents.

62 NICHOLAS COUNTY

Luther Baker, Superintendent
204 CHERRY RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - Passed

Jo Jarvis, Principal

Grades K - 06

Enrollment 290
	 Group
	Number Enrolled for FAY
	Number Enrolled on Test Week
	Number Tested
	Participation
Rate
	Percent Proficient
	Met Part. Rate Standard
	Met Assessment Standard
	Met Subgroup Standard

	Mathematics

	  All
	152
	158
	158
	100.00
	67.76
	Yes
	Yes
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	  White
	149
	155
	155
	100.00
	68.45
	Yes
	Yes
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	  Black
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  Hispanic
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  Indian
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 

	  Asian
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 

	  Low SES
	114
	119
	119
	100.00
	61.40
	Yes
	Confidence Interval
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	  Spec. Ed.
	36
	37
	37
	100.00
	30.55
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  LEP
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 

	Reading/Language Arts

	  All
	152
	158
	156
	98.73
	71.33
	Yes
	Confidence Interval
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	  White
	149
	155
	153
	98.70
	72.10
	Yes
	Yes
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	  Black
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  Hispanic
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  Indian
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 

	  Asian
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 

	  Low SES
	114
	119
	117
	98.31
	66.07
	Yes
	Confidence Interval
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	  Spec. Ed.
	36
	37
	37
	100.00
	22.22
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  LEP
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 


FAY
-- Full Academic Year

*
-- 0 students in subgroup

**
-- Less than 10 students in subgroup
Passed
Attendance Rate = 97.7%
SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

2005-2006

This section presents the performance measures and the Second Follow-up Education Performance Audit Team’s findings.  The high quality educational standards and performance measures were investigated through the examination of documents; observation of practices; and interviews with personnel, students, and parents. 

62 NICHOLAS COUNTY

Luther Baker, Superintendent
204 CHERRY RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - Passed

Tim Bennett, Principal

Grades K - 06

Enrollment 226 (2nd month enrollment report) 

	Group
	Number Enrolled for FAY
	Number Enrolled on Test Week
	Number Tested
	Participation
Rate
	Percent Proficient
	Met Part. Rate Standard
	Met Assessment Standard
	Met Subgroup Standard

	Mathematics

	  All
	131
	143
	143
	100.00
	61.83
	Yes
	Confidence Interval
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	  White
	129
	137
	137
	100.00
	62.79
	Yes
	Confidence Interval
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	  Black
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  Hispanic
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  Indian
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 

	  Asian
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 

	  Low SES
	96
	107
	107
	100.00
	55.20
	Yes
	Confidence Interval
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	  Spec. Ed.
	38
	41
	41
	100.00
	21.05
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  LEP
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 

	Reading/Language Arts

	  All
	131
	143
	143
	100.00
	66.41
	Yes
	Confidence Interval
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	  White
	129
	137
	137
	100.00
	66.66
	Yes
	Confidence Interval
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	  Black
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  Hispanic
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  Indian
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 

	  Asian
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 

	  Low SES
	96
	107
	107
	100.00
	59.37
	Yes
	Confidence Interval - Averaging
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	  Spec. Ed.
	38
	41
	41
	100.00
	15.78
	NA
	NA
	NA

	  LEP
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	* 


FAY
-- Full Academic Year

*
-- 0 students in subgroup

**
-- Less than 10 students in subgroup

Passed
Attendance Rate = 98.8% 

EDUCATION PERFORMANCE AUDIT

Noncompliance
6.1.  Curriculum

6.1.8.
Instructional materials.  Sufficient numbers of approved up‑to‑date textbooks, instructional materials, and other resources are available to deliver curricular content for the full instructional term.  (Policy 2510)


The Team found that teachers were posting required materials lists for students to purchase at local stores.  This is inconsistent with a free and appropriate public education provided by West Virginia Code.  Nicholas County is urged to check practices at all schools within the county to assure that students are not required to purchase required materials that should be provided by the county and/or school.  This practice must cease in future school years.

FOLLOW-UP REVIEW

NONCOMPLIANCE.  The school continues to solicit parents through a letter sent home to purchase recommended instructional materials.  Such items as pencils, crayons, scissors, glue, notebooks, markers, etc., were listed in most of the letters.  This practice is inconsistent with a free and appropriate education.
SECOND FOLLOW-UP REVIEW CONCLUSION

COMPLIANCE.  The school has ceased providing materials lists for parents.
Building Capacity to Correct Deficiencies

16.1. 
Capacity building is a process for targeting resources strategically to improve the teaching and learning process.  School and county Unified Improvement Plan development is intended, in part, to provide mechanisms to target resources strategically to the teaching and learning process to improve student, school, and school system performance.

The Team determined that Cherry River Elementary School and Nicholas County have the capacity to correct the identified deficiencies.

FOLLOW-UP CONCLUSION
Cherry River Elementary School demonstrated its capacity to correct the identified deficiencies with the exception of the instructional materials issue.
SECOND FOLLOW-UP REVIEW CONCLUSION

The school had declined in every reporting cell from the 2004-2005 WESTEST to the 2005-2006 WESTEST; however, the school achieved adequate yearly progress (AYP) in all cells, with achievement through the application of the confidence interval in the all students (AS), racial/ethnicity white (W), and the economically disadvantaged (SES) subgroups in both mathematics and reading/language arts.

Identification of Resource Needs

A thorough and efficient system of schools requires the provision of an adequate level of appropriately managed resources.  The West Virginia Board of Education adopted resource evaluation as a part of the accreditation and evaluation process.  This process is intended to meaningfully evaluate the needs for facilities, personnel, curriculum, equipment and materials in each of the county’s schools and how those impact program and student performance.
17.1.
Facilities, equipment, and materials.  Facilities and equipment specified in Policy 6200, Chapters 1 through 14, are available in all schools, classrooms, and other required areas.  A determination will be made by using the Process for Improving Education (W.Va. Code §18‑2E‑5) whether any identified deficiencies adversely impact and impair the delivery of a high quality educational program if it is below the West Virginia Board of Education standards due to inadequacies or inappropriate management in the areas of facilities, equipment, and materials.  The Education Performance Audit Teams shall utilize an assessment instrument for the evaluation of school facilities which generally follows the requirements of Policy 6200.  Note: Corrective measures to be taken in response to any identified resource deficiency will of necessity be subject to the feasibility of modifying existing facilities, consideration of alternative methods of instructional delivery, availability of funding, and prioritization of educational needs through Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plans and the West Virginia School Building Authority.  This policy does not change the authority, judgment, or priorities of the School Building Authority who is statutorily responsible for prioritizing “Need” for the purpose of funding school improvements or school construction in the State of West Virginia or the prerogative of the Legislature in providing resources.  (Policy 6200 and Tomblin v. Gainer)


According to the items checked in the School Facilities Evaluation Checklist, the school was below standard in the following areas.  The principal checked and the Team confirmed the following school facility resource needs.

17.1.1.
School location.  The site was not large enough for future expansion.  The site did not have well-drained soil free of erosion.  The topography was not varied enough to provide a desirable appearance and had steep inclines.  The playgrounds/recreational areas were not well equipped and appropriate for the age level.

17.1.4.
Counselor’s office.   The counselor’s office did not have easy access to student records.

17.1.5.
Library/media and technology center.  Newspapers were not available for student use.

17.1.10.
Specialized instructional areas.  The art area did not have 2 deep sinks, a ceramic kiln, or black-out areas.  The physical education facilities were not adequate in size, located away from quiet areas of the building, close to lockers and a shower, and did not have a display case or available seating. 

17.1.14.
Food service.  A teachers’ dining area of adequate size was not provided.

17.1.15
Health service units.  A health service unit of adequate size was not provided.  A refrigerator with locked storage was not available.

FOLLOW-UP CONCLUSION
Facility resource needs remained unchanged except some drainage problems have been improved and more pea gravel had been added to the playground.  Newspapers were available for student use.
SECOND FOLLOW-UP REVIEW CONCLUSION

Facility resource needs remained the same from the first follow-up audit.
Early Detection and Intervention

One of the most important elements in the Education Performance Audit process is monitoring student progress through early detection and intervention programs.  

Given the achievement levels of students in the economically disadvantaged students (SES) subgroup, Cherry River Elementary School and Nicholas County must implement the State’s required curriculum and provide instruction that will improve achievement.  Nicholas County must actively pursue assistance from RESA IV, the West Virginia Department of Education, and the West Virginia Center for Professional Development to assist with school improvement efforts.  Curriculum must be data-driven and instruction must be relevant to the curriculum and provide all students the opportunity to learn.

TEAM SUMMARY

Although the school met adequate yearly progress (AYP), test scores were marginal and will require a constant effort.  The school should continue to seek assistance from other agencies for school improvement efforts.
SECOND FOLLOW-UP TEAM SUMMARY

The test scores continued to decline from the 2004-2005 school year to the 2005-2006 school year.  The school must continue to seek assistance from the Nicholas County central office, the West Virginia Department of Education, and RESA IV to provide high quality research-based activities to increase student achievement.
School Accreditation Status

	School
	Accreditation Status
	Education Performance Audit High Quality Standards
	Annual Performance Measures Needing Improvement
	Date Certain

	62-204 Cherry River Elementary
	Full
Accreditation
	
	
	


Education Performance Audit Summary

The Office of Education Performance Audits recommends that the West Virginia Board of Education continue the Full Approval status of the Nicholas County School System and upgrade the status of Cherry River Elementary School to Full Accreditation.

