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COMMONALITITES IN LOW PERFORMING SCHOOLS:  
TREND EDUCATION PERFORMANCE AUDIT FINDINGS
This report compares common noncompliances of low performing schools in West Virginia specific to the West Virginia Board of Education Annual Performance Measures for Accountability.  An analysis of this data examines the aggregate characteristics of a school’s effect on student achievement and school effectiveness in achieving adequate yearly progress (AYP).

Comparing common findings of noncompliances in the low performing schools audited by the Office of Education Performance Audits can enable policy makers and State education leaders to understand the effects of policies and practices.  This analysis of common findings also enable decision makers and technical assistance providers to judge low performing schools performance and progress that are inconsistent with West Virginia Board of Education policies and W.Va. Code.

This report is designed to contribute to our understanding regarding low performing schools and providing corrective feedback to the schools and county school districts.

Low Performing schools are identified as
1. Failing to achieve adequate yearly progress (AYP).
2. First year out on adequate yearly progress (AYP).
Education Performance Audits were performed in 39 schools in 18 counties during the 2006-2007 school year.  Of the 39 schools reviewed, 10 schools were identified as failing to achieve adequate yearly progress (AYP) and 5 schools were identified as first year out on adequate yearly progress (AYP).  Schools failing to achieve AYP and first year out on AYP for school year 2006-2007 are listed below in Charts 1 and 2.
Chart 1

	SCHOOLS FAILING TO achieve ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (ayp)

2006-2007

	County
	School
	Subgroup

	Fayette County
	Collins Middle
	5.1.1 (SE)

	Jefferson County
	Jefferson High
	5.1.1 (SE)

	Logan County
	Crooked Creek School
	5.1.4

	Mason County
	Pt. Pleasant Intermediate
	5.1.1 (SE/SES)

	
	Pt. Pleasant High
	5.1.1 (SES)

	Marshall County
	Moundsville Jr. High
	5.1.1 (SE)

	Mercer County
	Glenwood School
	5.1.1 (SE)

	Monongalia County
	Westwood Middle
	5.1.1 (SE)

	
	Morgantown High
	5.1.1 (SE); 5.1.2 (SES/SE)

	Webster County
	Glade Middle
	5.1.1 (SES/SE)


Chart 2
	schools first year out on adequate yearly progress

2006-2007

	County
	School
	Subgroup

	Logan County
	Man Elementary
	Formerly Man Central K-8

Needs Improvement 

5.1.1 (SE)

	
	Man Middle
	Formerly Man Central K-8

Needs Improvement
5.1.1 (SE)

	Kanawha County
	Glenwood Elementary
	Needs Improvement
5.1.1 (SE)

	
	J.E. Robins Elementary
	Needs Improvement
5.1.1 (SE)

	
	Stonewall Jackson Middle
	Needs Improvement
5.1.1 (SE)


The 15 schools that were identified as low performing by failing to achieve adequate yearly progress (AYP) or being first year out on adequate yearly progress (AYP) had a total number of 110 Noncompliances, 19 Recommendations, 37 Commendations, and 2 Exemplary Programs identified.  Of the 15 schools identified as low performing, the most frequently identified noncompliance standards are illustrated in Graph 1.  
Graph 1
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Top reported standards

The most frequently identified noncompliances of the 15 low performing schools are listed in descending order.
5.1.1.
Achievement





15 of 15 schools (100.00%) cited.

6.2.3.
Lesson plans and principal feedback


11 of 15 schools (73.33%) cited.

6.1.5.
Instructional Strategies



10 of 15 schools (66.67%) cited.

6.1.2.
High expectations




  9 of 15 schools (60.00%) cited.

6.2.1.
Unified County and School Improvement Plans
  8 of 15 schools (53.33%) cited.

6.1.8.
Instructional materials




  6 of 15 schools (40.00%) cited.

6.2.4.
Data analysis





  5 of 15 schools (33.33%) cited.
6.4.1.
Regulatory agency reviews



  5 of 15 schools (33.33%) cited.

6.8.1.
Leadership





  5 of 15 schools (33.33%) cited.

6.6.2.
Licensure





  4 of 15 schools (26.67%) cited.

6.7.2.
Policy implementation



  3 of 15 schools (20.00%) cited.

Chart 3 identifies the Education Performance Audits that were conducted in 39 schools in 18 county school districts for school year 2006-2007.  
Chart 3

	Education performance audits

2006-2007

	County
	School

	Brooke County
	Beech Bottom Primary

	Cabell County
	Altizer Elementary

	
	Cox Landing Elementary

	
	Culloden Elementary

	
	Guyandotte Elementary

	
	Highlawn Elementary

	
	Peyton Elementary

	
	Spring Hill Elementary

	Fayette County
	Oak Hill High

	
	Collins Middle

	
	Valley High

	Harrison County
	Van Horn Elementary

	Jefferson County
	Page Jackson Elementary

	
	Jefferson High

	Kanawha County
	Anne Bailey Elementary

	
	Glenwood Elementary

	
	Piedmont Year Round

	
	J.E. Robins Elementary

	
	Stonewall Jackson Middle

	
	Herbert Hoover High

	Lewis County
	Alum Bridge Elementary

	Logan County
	Man Elementary

	
	Man Middle

	
	Crooked Creek School

	
	Man Senior High

	Marshall County
	Moundsville Jr. High

	Mason County
	Pt. Pleasant Intermediate

	
	Hannan High

	
	Pt. Pleasant High

	Mercer County
	Glenwood School

	Monongalia County
	Westwood Middle

	
	Morgantown High

	Morgan County
	Paw Paw Elementary

	
	Paw Paw High

	Nicholas County
	Richwood High


	EDUCATION PERFORMANCE AUDITS (Continued)
2006-2007

	County
	School

	Raleigh County
	Independence High

	Roane County
	Roane County High

	
	Roane-Jackson Technical Center

	Webster County
	Glade Middle


The 39 schools that were audited had a total number of 238 Noncompliances, 52 Recommendations, 81 Commendations, and 3 Exemplary Programs identified.  Of the 39 schools reviewed, the most frequently identified noncompliance standards are illustrated in Graph 2.  
Graph 2
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Top reported standards

The most frequently identified noncompliances of the 39 schools audited are listed in descending order.
6.2.3.
Lesson plans and principal feedback


24 of 39 schools (61.54%) cited.

6.1.5.
Instructional strategies



21 of 39 schools (53.85%) cited.

6.1.2.
High expectations




18 of 39 schools (46.15%) cited.

6.2.1.
Unified County and School Improvement Plans
17 of 39 schools (43.59%) cited.

5.1.1.
Achievement





15 of 39 schools (38.46%) cited.

6.4.1.
Regulatory agency reviews



14 of 39 schools (35.90%) cited.

6.1.7.
Library/educational technology access 

13 of 39 schools (33.33%) cited.

& technology application





6.1.8.
Instructional materials




13 of 39 schools (33.33%) cited.

6.2.4.
Data analysis





12 of 39 schools (30.77%) cited.

6.1.13.
Instructional day




10 of 39 schools (25.64%) cited.

6.8.1
Leadership





10 of 39 schools (25.64%) cited.

6.1.6.
Instruction in writing




  9 of 39 schools (23.08%) cited.

SIMILIARITES IN THE STANDARDS CITED 

FOR LOW PERFORMING SCHOOLS AND ALL SCHOOLS AUDITED
The data analyses of the most identified noncompliances among the 15 low performing schools compared to all 39 schools audited generated the following similarities.
5.1.1.
Achievement







6.1.2.
High expectations






6.1.5.
Instructional strategies





6.1.8.
Instructional materials.

6.2.1.
Unified County and School Improvement Plans


6.2.3.
Lesson plans and principal feedback




6.2.4.
Data analysis
6.4.1.
Regulatory agency reviews





6.8.1.
Leadership







The following standards appeared in the most frequent standards identified in the 15 low performing schools.  They were not among the most identified noncompliances of all 39 schools audited.
6.6.2. Licensure

6.7.2. Policy implementation

The following standards appeared in the most frequent standards identified in the 39 schools audited.  They were not among the most identified noncompliances in the 15 low performing schools.

6.1.6. Instruction in writing.
6.1.7.
Library/educational technology access & technology application.

6.1.13.
Instructional day
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